CAMPUS EVENT 


“Artists 4 Israel” event 
motivates students to 
express messages of unity. 


By Ammi Ruiz 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Long Beach students spray 
painted a large rectangular canvas wall on 
Monday, but it wasn’t an act of vandalism. 

The students were participating in the 
third annual “Artists 4 Israel” event, which 
was held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. near the 
speaker’s platform on campus. - 

“On the front side, the artists are paint- 
ing a mural of peace and a pro-Israel mes- 
sage, and on the back they’re wanting stu- 
dents to paint their message about what 
peace means to them,” said. Kelsey Kim- 
mes, senior theatre major and president of 
49ers for Israel. 

Since its founding in 2009, the organiza- 
tion has visited over 30 campuses and at- 
tracted hundreds of students to its events, 
according the the Artists 4 Israel website; 
however, some college campus visits have 
caused student protests, particularly from 
students involved in organizations repre- 
senting the Israeli-occupied Palestinian 
state. 

Still, director and co-founder of Art- 
ists 4 Israel Craig Dershowitz insists that 
the purpose of Artists 4 Israel events is to 
send a positive message to war-torn and 
conflicted communities and to express the 
cultural and religious diversity that exists 
in Israel. 

He was also present at the event, hand- 
ing out free spray-painted shirts with the 
words “My Art My Reasons” printed on the 
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Students come together with graffiti 
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Sophomore pre-social work major Elvia Cervantes spray paints on one of the canvases provided for the “Artists 4 Israel” Monday. 


back to students gathered around the art 
display. 

“Art is a way to way to express hope and 
healing and peace and it’s a way to bring 
everybody together,” Kimmes said. 

Students chose to paint positive mes- 
sages including peace signs and words like 
“Unity” and “Love, Just Love.” One student 
spray painted the hashtag “#NoOnelsll- 
legal” on a corner of the canvas. Others 


Inclusivity 1s the goal 


Faculty hopes to use poster. to 
make all feel welcome. 


By Carlos Villicana 
Staff Writer 


-The black-and-white image of a smiling woman 
wearing a hijab dominates a purple poster that reads 
“Everyone Is Welcome Here,” has surfaced on the 
front doors of Cal State Long Beach faculty offices. 

The poster began to appear on campus about two 
weeks ago, after the California Faculty Association 
distributed’ them at a meeting. It was originally 

- designed. in collaboration with Muslim and South 
African. activists ‘by Micah Bazant, a visual artist 
who “works with social justice movements to make 
change look irresistible according to Bazant’s web- 
site. 

Though only a few copies of the poster are pres- 
ent on campus, CFA Long Beach chapter president 
and CSULB Classics professor Douglas Domin- 
go-Forasté said that CSULB faculty have asked for 

. them and more are on the way. 


see POSTERS, page 2 
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Jade Inglada | Daily 49er 
Purple posters designed by artist Micah Bazant hang 
outside faculty offices as a sign of welcome and sup- 


port to students. 


opted to spray paint pictures, such as one 
of a woman with her arm around a man 
looking down. 

Artists 4 Israel began doing college cam- 
pus tours “on accident,’ according to Der- 
showitz, who said they were first asked to 
visit a private high school in New Hamp- 
shire that was interested in an- arts pro- 
gram ‘in 2009. 

“Some of the artists had been to Isra- 


Seay 


el with us, and [the school] wanted us to 
talk about our experiences ... so we said, 
‘Sure, well come and do it? Then some 
colleges started [asking for visits] and the 
program grew on its own,” he said. “.. We 
think of communities and places that we 
can beautify and share the message of uni- 
ty and peace. These days, college campuses 
tend to be some very divisive places, so we 
thought: where better?” 


CITY COUNCIL 


Housing a hot topic 
at city council 


The city council 
meeting will begin 
with a study session 
on affordable housing. 


By James Chow 
Staff Writer 


People interested in addressing 
Long Beach's affordable housing pol- 
icies can inform themselves on the 
issue while attending the Affordable 
Housing Study Session on Tuesday at 5 
p.m. at Long Beach City Hall on West 
Ocean Blvd. 

The study session is part of the LB 
City Council meeting and presented 
by Long Beach Residents Empow- 
ered - alternatively known as LiBRE. 
This event will cover shaping new city 
policies around affordable housing, 
preserving existing framework for the 
issue and informing residents of Rent- 


ers’ Protections. 

According to LiBRE, nearly 60 per- 
cent of Long Beach residents are rent- 
ers, despite the city having no local 
renter protection. Also, the organiza- 
tion advocates replacing the old pub- 
lic housing structures in the city with 
new ones since 85 percent of its rental 
houses are more than 30 years old. 

Local Long Beach activist John 
Kindred ‘said in a Feb. 8th Associat- 
ed Students, Inc. senate meeting that 
housing is becoming a “serious crisis” 
for students. 

“Students have a hard time paying 
for rent and education,’ Kindred said. 
“I am seeing students spending eight 
years at a four-year university. A lot of 
students who live in the city are single 
parents or veterans, and some are now 
homeless.” 

Also on the city council agenda 
is the discussion on the feasibility of 
restoring the senior meal program at 
Cesar Chavez and Silverado Parks. 
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Second chances are coming to CSULB 


ASI hopes to 
introduce Project 
Rebound to campus, 
a program that 
helps formerly 
incarcerated 
individuals receive a 
higher education. 


By Estela Garcia 
Staff Writer 


Samuel Irvin spent five years of 
his life sitting in a jail cell for sell- 
ing drugs. Now, he sits behind a 
desk in a classroom as a psycholo- 
gy major in his second year at San 
Francisco State University. 

After serving his sentence, a 
now 32-year-old Irvin was re- 
signed to falling into the prison 
system. But, the birth of his son 
four years ago made him realize 
that he didn’t want his son growing 
up without a dad. 

Looking for a complete turn- 
around, Irvin landed at Project 
Rebound at SFSU, a program that 
helps formerly incarcerated indi- 
viduals pursue a college education 
and provides financial and admin- 
istrative aid during the process - 
and Cal State Long Beach hopes to 
offer it soon. 

“T had no idea where to go after 
I got out,” Irvin recalls. “I would 
have never thought Id be going 
back to school.” 

Introduced in 1979 at SFSU, the 
program has expanded onto an ad- 
ditional seven CSU campuses: Sac- 
ramento, San Bernardino, Fresno, 
Pomona, San Diego, Bakersfield 
and Fullerton, who added the pro- 
gram late last year. 

CSULB’s Associated Students, 
Inc. College of Liberal Arts Senator 
Elvia Cabrera has been in charge 
of introducing the program to the 
Senate and ASI government. While 
the initiative for Project Rebound 
is still in the works, the drive to in- 
corporate the program on campus 
is very much there. 

“Seeing our campus come to- 
gether through protest, forums and 
leadership is exactly the possibili- 
ties I envision for other campuses 
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“We just wanted to make sure that 
students could come to talk to us — that 
you didn’t have to worry about wearing 
a hijab, you didn’t have to worry about 
immigration status, Domingo-Forasté 
said. “We just want people to know that 
they should feel comfortable here.” 

He said that 150 more copies have 
been requested for people who want to 
post them on campus, after the 25 he 
originally had were all taken. 

The CFA is also using the poster on 
their website to encourage faculty, staff 


with an addition like this because 
we strive to be an inclusive cam- 
pus,’ Cabreva said. “I hope this will 
give former felons the motivation 
and feeling of encouragement I 
would want if I was in their shoes.” 

Still, Cabrera is aware of the op- 
position a program like this can 
bring. 

“Hearing about this program 
may scare people at first, but really 
it is necessary to look at the con- 
sequences and effects this program 
will bring to all the college cam- 
puses and the communities these 
prospective students will be a part 
of,’ she said. 

Cabrera says that the inspi- 
ration for Project Rebound at 
CSULB came from a 52-year-old 
communications graduate student 
at CSULB, Dale Lendrum, who 
brought the idea to ASI Senate. 

“The significance of having 


Project Rebound on campus re- 
lates directly to the communities’ 
demographic in terms of prison- 
ers being imprisoned from and 
released to the surrounding area? 
Lendrum said. é 

He explains that the Second 
Chance Pell grant that former 
President Barack Obama instituted 
further promotes those exiting the 
criminal justice system to pursue 
higher education. 

Lendrum also explained that 
California may be able to benefit 
from Project Rebound expanding. 

“For every former offender who 
turns their life around, the state 
can fund 10 undergraduate stu- 
dents for a year,’ he said. 

He also says that “formerly in- 
carcerated students are one of the 
fastest growing, underserved and 
under-recognized student popula- 
tions on campus.” 


Images: stock.adobe.com 


As for what ASI hopes to~ac- 


complish with the program, the . 


ability to offer a second chance to 
people who believe they don't have 
one or deserve one is something 
they want to be able to establish at 
CSULB, according to Lendrum. 
“In terms of goals, we seek to 
assist in a smooth transition from 
prison to higher education, a pris- 
on-to-school pipeline if you will? 
he said. “Our goal is to help for- 
merly incarcerated students enter 


college and then further provide - 


them the resources to succeed once 
they are here.” 

There are currently over 174,000 
individuals either incarcerated in 
a California jail or on parole. Of 
those incarcerated, about a quarter 
will be released within the next two 


see CHANCE, page 3 


FORENSICS 


No debate 


among 
forensics 
team on 
travel ban 


Team expresses solidarity 
with intent of bill banning 
travel to discriminatory 
states. 


By Adam R. Thomas 
Staff Writer 


A recently enacted state assembly bill 
is preventing Cal State University Long 
Beach's forensics team from participating 
in major competitions, and it’s absolutely 
fine with that. 

Passed last year, California State Assem- 
bly Bill 1887 prohibits payment or support 
for travel by state funded agencies, includ- 
ing the entire California State University 
system, to.any state that has enacted laws 
that discriminate or protect discrimina- 
tion based on sexual orientation, gender 
identity or gender expression. Currently, 
this includes the states of Kansas, Missis- 
sippi, North Carolina and Tennessee. The 
law does allow for travel that is deemed 
“required,” such as travel required due to 
litigation. 

This poses a problem for CSULB’s Beach 
Forensics (speech & debate) team. Nor- 
mally, they’d be preparing to head to a na- 
tional tournament overseen by the Cross 
Examination Debate Association held in 
Kansas in March. Instead, they’re deciding 
to abide by the rule of the law, and happily 
so. 

“I think the law itself is good, said pro- 
fessor Nick Russell, the faculty adviser 
to the team. “I think not supporting dis- 
crimination is a good thing. Is it unfortu- 
nate that it negatively impacts tournament 
travel? Absolutely. But . . . overall, yeah it’s 
probably good to not support states that 
support hate.” ; 

Russell acknowledged that there have 
been hurdles caused by the law in terms of 
keeping up with tournament play, but that 


‘the team would be working toward figur- 


see BAN, page 3 


and students to report incidents of hate 
crimes and speech, stating that it is im- 
portant to stay informed and ensure the 


safety of those in the California State ~ 


University system. 

Students have stated that the post- 
er makes them feel like all people, re- 
gardless of ethnicity, gender, religion 

_ or sexuality are welcome on. the CSULB 
. campus. 

Second year liberal studies student 
Britany Monter said that the poster 
‘makes her “feel like everyone is wel- 
_comed here and this university is not 

biased in religion, race, [or] sexual ori- 
entation” 

Bazant’s website says that the poster 
was inspired by the Muslim women of 


an Oakland library literacy program, 
where people shared stories of the ha- 
rassment they have faced in-public. The 
website says that the poster was created 
to show support for refugees in 2015. 

Second year communications gradu- 
ate student Dale Lendrum said that the 
poster makes him feel “both welcomed 
[by] and proud of my school. 

English professor William Mohr is 
among the faculty who have placed the 
poster on their door, citing the 35th 
verse of the 24th Sura from the Quran 


“as a reason for his belief in and support 


of the poster’s message: 

“God is the light of the heavens and 
the earth. His light may be compared to 
a niche that enshrines a lamp, the lamp 


within a crystal of star-like brilliance. 
It is lit from a blessed olive tree neither 
eastern nor western. Its very oil would 
almost shine forth, though no fire 
touched it. Light upon light; God guides 
to His light whom He will” 

Mohr said that one does not have to 
believe in something in order to be fa- 
miliar with it, as well as respect it and 
engage with it. 


Domingo-Forasté said that he hopes’ 


seeing the poster on campus provokes 
conversation about the prejudices that 
people hold against those of a different 
ethnicity. 

“We care about the university, and we 
care about how our students are treated. 
We don’t want anyone treated poorly, 


Domingo-Forasté said. 

He said that if university faculty and 
staff give students the’impression that 
they are reinforcing prejudiced’ behav- 
ior, then they will have failed to educate 
themselves and their students about 
how to stop spreading hate. : 


“Too much hatred is going on today, 
- and this picture reminds me that there. 


is a light at the end of the tunnel, and: 
there are people who still value every 
individual's life, and that makes me ex- 


tremely happy,’ second year biology and > 


psychology student Grecia Galvan said. 
“The. more that go out, the better. 


They don’t do me any good ‘sitting. in. 


a pile in the office” Domingo-Forasté 
said. ; fe 


; 
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ing them out. According to Russell, at 
one point CEDA may have been plan- 
ning on holding a West Coast tourna- 
ment to accommodate the restriction, 
but he did not want to comment on 
whether that would come to fruition. 

While right now, only CSULB’s fo- 
rensics team is affected by the law, it 


_ has the potential to affect other teams 


and clubs in the future. 

“The state is not going to allow us 
to approve travel, so there would be 
no reimbursement,” said Terie Bostic, 
the Administrative Services Man- 
ager for CSULB’s College of Liberal 
Arts. “If we got into the NCAA finals 
and it was in Kansas, then wed be 


CALL 


in trouble” 

A primary purpose of the law is 
to exert economic pressure on states 
that have passed various measures 
that discriminate along lines of sex or 
gender. 

As California is the world’s sixth 
largest economy, according to 2016 
rankings by the World Bank, even op- 
tional or less-than-mandatory travel 
funded by the state could have poten- 
tial impact. 

“I definitely think that California 
has the potential to exert economic 
pressure on other states,” Russell said. 
“I also think that some of these be- 
liefs are so firmly entrenched in the 
places that [the discriminatory laws] 
were enacted that .. . it’s a moral 
righteousness thing. It’s an attitude 
of ‘we have the moral high ground so 


consequences be damned.” 
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years, according to a popula- 
tion report from the California 
Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation. 

“More prisoners are being 
released that need to continue 
their degree programs, or bet- 
ter yet, apply for admission into 
their next degree program,” Len- 
drum said. 

Jason Bell is the director of 
Project Rebound at SFSU. Bell 
spent nine years in prison before 
attending the school and with the 
help of the program, has since 
received both his bachelor’s and 


master’s degrees. He is now fo- 
cused on introducing Project Re- 


tte: 


For every former offender 
who turns their life 
around, the state can fund 
10 undergraduate students 
for a year. 


-Dale Lendrum, 
CSULB alumnus 


99 


bound to other campuses across 
the country, including CSULB. 
“Project Rebound is beneficial 
anywhere because it wants to help 
people improve their lives after 
they hit rock bottom,” Bell said. 


NEWS 3 


“We wait to use education as an 


alternative to incarceration.” 

According to Bell, 90 percent 
of Project Rebound students 
have graduated SFSU and the 
program’s graduation rate has 
increased more than the rest of 
the student population. 

Bell would like to get Project 
Rebound into outlets other than 
college campuses so more peo- 
ple can be aware of the program 
and it’s benefits. 

“The most important thing 
we want to accomplish is obvi- 
ously having our students grad- 

uate with a degree, but it’s much 
more than that, Bell said. “We 
want to be able to give folks a 
second chance, something that 
perhaps they never thought could 


happen for them.” 
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Katia Swihart uses several religous candles as part of a piece she calls “Reverential Fear.” 
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Bringing brightness into the dark 


Student artist Katia Swihart shares the 
inspiration behind her exhibit ‘ ‘Description of 
a Struggle.” 


ae eis By Jason Enns 
Arts & Life Editor 


splash of colors mixed with an array of imaginative materi- 
als like comic book clippings, yarn and “Caution: wet floor” 
signs cover the walls and floor space of the Gatov West Gal- 
lery on upper campus. 

Senior studio art major Katia Swihart’s exhibit “Descrip- 
tion of a Struggle” is a brightly colored depiction-of dark themes, like her lost 
sense of self after joining the workforce and her relationship with her father. 

A giant deflated beach ball hangs from a torn up mattress as visitors kneel 
on a blanket facing religious candles. The gallery takes them through the st6- 
ry of Swihart’s journey of self-discovery, as she reflects on different eras in 
her life. 

‘A lot of my work is kind of in response to how i grew up with my father - 
he’s a very very influential character because he’s very arrogant and has a huge 
ego,” Swihart said. “Ever since I was a kid he’s talked about how if you want 
to be a good artist, you need to read intellectual poets or writers, like Kafka, 
Dostoyevsky or Proust.” 

The mattress: piece displayed prominently in the center of the room is 
called “Father's Metamorphosis,’ an homage to Kafka’s short story “Meta- 
morphosis.” ° 

“[My father] never really sees me as the image that he wanted me to be? 
she said. “He never saw my intellect as high as, his so a lot of my pieces are 
due to that” 

On the wall hangs an abstract depiction of window made with paints and a 
collection of crocheted garments. She says this displays her perception of her 
own mentality — after a fear of doctors lead her to a habit of self-diagnosing. 

Her gallery is open between Fine Arts 2 and Fine Arts 3 from 12-5 p.m. 
38-year-old drawing and painting major Tommy Sepagan and 27-year-old eeepation major Natasha Bochard peer Tuesday and Thursday, and 12-8 p.m. Wednesday. 
through Katia Swihart’s “Father’s Metamorphosis”. Sommer Dalton contributed to this article. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin and 
other non-invasive readings. 
If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
_ tesearch study with monetary compensation for your time. 
You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a 
fluid infusion may be involved. Study time varies. 
Please call for details. 
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Time for dinner when the prices are thinner 


With delicious deals 
spread across town, 
restaurant patrons are 
sure to find a supple 
meal for a sweet price. 


By Connie Ojeda 
Staff Writer 


Get ready to invigorate your taste 
buds this week at 40 restaurants 
across town, during the annual Dine 
Out Long Beach restaurant week, 
happening Feb. 19-25. 

Elizabeth Borsting, founder of 
Dine Out Long Beach, said restau- 
rants across Long Beach will be of- 
fering prix-fixe menus — menus only 
available during the week long event 
— that include lunch meals starting at 
$10 per person and dinners starting 
at $25, 

Borsting said the goal of the city’s 
premier restaurant event is to “get 
people out and shine the light on the 
Long Beach dining scene.” 

This year’s lineup consists of some 
new additions, like Beer Belly, as 
well as returning participants such as 
Restauration, Brix at the Shore and 
Pike Restaurant and Bar. 


The event will focus on highlight- 
ing distinct multi-cultural ‘cuisines, 
encouraging locals to step out of their 
comfort zones and either try foods 
such as rabbit legs or simply grab a 
sandwich at a new gastropub, all for 
an affordable price. 

Borsting said this year’s restaurant 
week consists of a lot of great restau- 
rants across Long Beach, including 
some which are landmarks to the city. 

Restauration, an American bistro 
on Retro Row is offering discounted 
lunch and dinner meals, which al- 
low locals to immerse themselves in 
ingredients and wines only grown or 
produced in Southern California. 

“Our goal [during Dine Out] is 
bringing in guests that haven't had the 
opportunity to try us yet and giving 
our regulars a good deal” Dana Rob- 
ertson, owner of Restauration said. 

Along with Restauration, Brix at 
the Shore, which has been open for 
three and a half years now, is also 
adding their own unique twist to the 
restaurant week line-up. 

Rick Reich, owner of Brix at the 
Shore, said the restaurant is offering 
two east coast driven menus, one for 
$20 and another for $30 per person, 
giving locals a New York experience. 

For $20, customers will get to 
choose between two starters, either 


a Brooklyn bruschetta or lobster 
bisque, accompanied by the best sell- 
er,. “Fuhgeddaboudit” sandwich — 
warm pastrami, melted Swiss, Brix 
deli sauce and house coleslaw served 
on lightly-toasted rye — and a side. 

“We are familiar with the New York 
experience, we're about the food, the 
fun, the drinking, the food pairing 
— we like to call ourselves the adult 
amusement park on Second Street,” 
Reich said. 

Pike Restaurant and Bar, owned 
by Social Distortion drummer Chris 
Reece, is also among the line up, of- 
fering a prix-fixe three-course dinner 
for two at $35. 

Beer Belly, the newly opened gas- 
tropub, is also offering a three-course 
menu only available during Dine Out, 
which they have deemed as “fried and 
fancy.” 

The gastropub, situated in down- 
town Long Beach, has created a buzz 
worthy Dine Out menu which lists 
braised rabbit leg croquettes, duck 
confit ravioli and fried Oreos as op- 
tions-within the three course meal. 

More information on the week long 
event can be found on Dine Out Long 
Beach’s official site, where locals can 
easily navigate through the complete 
restaurant line-up, prices and detailed 


prix-fixe menus. 


Connie Ojeda | Daily 49er 


Dine Out veterans Brix at the Shore will be serving up their prix-fixé menu 


all week long. 
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Intersectional feminism meets popular culture 


Taylor Swift and Lena 
Dunham’s brand of feminism 
sounds more like white noise. 


By Alyssa Lim 
Contributing Writer 


ne of my friends told me that 

white feminism isn’t real. White 

feminism, according to Fem 

magazine, “is a term typically 

: used to describe the belief system 

of white, heterosexual, cisgender feminists.” Ac- 
cording to my friend, feminism is just feminism. . 

But, is it really? 

The Women’s March is an iconic representa- 
tion of the worldwide support for human rights 
through demonstrations and protests. 

According to the New York Times, in Wash- 
ington alone, there were approximately 470,000 
attendees, thrice the amount of people in compar- 
ison to Trump’s inauguration. America Ferrera, 
Alicia Keys, Cher, Scarlett Johansson, Olivia Wilde 
and Zendaya were some of the many celebrities 
present in the march; however, of the celebrities 
who have branded themselves as “feminists, one 
in particular was missing in action: Taylor Swift. 

Lena Dunham,’ Swift's bestie and_ self-pro- 
claimed feminist/advocate for (arguably, white) 
women’s rights, defended Swift's absence from the 
march. 

“J just think everyone has to do [activism] their 
way, said Dunham in a Rolling Stones article last 
week. 

The question is then, of course, is there a “right” 
way to be a feminist? 

Julia T. Wood, a feminist theorist, defines fem- 
inism in her book Gendered Lives as an act of 
treating everyone equally, regardless of their social 
location — gender, sexual orientation, race, ability, 
socioeconomic status, religion, etc. 

This definition is starkly contrasted to Swift's 
work, which is particularly problematic because it 
overwhelmingly embodies young, white, hetero- 
sexual women. 

Her failure to recognize the complexity of in- 
tersectionality — where multiple social categories 
and identities make it harder for many to climb 
up the social ladder — creates a deeper problem 
‘than merely rejecting feminism. She creates an 
empire of success that is only accessible for white, 
cis-gendered, straight, upper class women: a per- 
fectly carved keyhole that only a handful of people 
fit in. By disregarding multiple social factors that 
may hinder a woman from succeeding in life, the 
purpose of feminism is lost. 

Examples of this embodiment of selective female 
empowerment are obvious, from her record-break- 
ing song “Love Story” — and many others — that 
perpetuated the damsel-in-distress stereotype, to 
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Taylor Swift swept the 2015 Billboard Music Awards on May 17, picking up eight awards. 


“Blank Space; which addresses the double stan- 
dards women face. Swift has earned millions from 
selling girl culture” through her music and perso- 
na—ballads of young, heterosexual love, which are 
centered around the demand for romance and at- 
tention from attractive cisgender men. 

' Granted, she’s not the only artist who has made 
money from stereotypical girlhood stories, but be- 
ing the top-earning celebrity of Forbes’ 2016 Ce- 
lebrity 100 and a self-declared feminist, she can 
do more than just talk about women’s experiences 
while overlooking the overlapping qualities of so- 
cial spheres. 

Of course, the reiteration of sexual positivity 
for young women is necessary, considering double 
standards regarding sex and relationships which 
continue to be portrayed in popular culture. But, 
considering the influence music has on genera- 
tions, the refusal to be more self-critical and open 
to more radical activism as subject matter is the 
burden of popular artists like Swift. 

Furthermore, Swift's failure to recognize her 
own privilege is a problem in itself. Swift manifests 
all of the conventional qualities associated with be- 
ing a straight, cisgender woman - she had the tools 
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to become successful right from the get-go. The 
societal structure-was built to her advantage: work 
hard and get there. In reality, social, political and 
economical factors overlap and affect each other, 
which unfortunately many women still face today. 

If young women buy into what Wood calls the 
“can-do” attitude, which is the idea that women 
can do everything through hard work, it creates a 


false female agency that heedlessly neglects other . 


social issues like racism, homophobia, heterosex- 
ism, ageism, etc. 

It seems contradicting to tell a woman how to 
perform feminism when it is founded off of fight- 
ing for women’s freedom and choice. However, it is 
more contradicting to advocate feminism for only 
a fraction of society. 

Concedingly, she’s not the only celebrity who 
embodies white feminism - i.e. Lena Dunham, 
Amy Schumer, Tina Fey, Amy Poehler — but hay- 


ing such a huge following of young teens creates , 


profound repercussions for the future of feminism. 

Fortunately, celebrities like Zendaya and Aman- 
dla Stenberg are young pioneers for popular inter- 
sectionality—advocating for the diversity of com- 
munities and speakirig.on issues-such as gender, 
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sexuality, race and class. 

It’s time to hold Swift, and many others like her, 
accountable for branding the word feminism on 
themselves, but failing to perform its true purpose, 
which is celebrating the abundance and variety of 
life and fighting for everyone's equality. 

Indeed, Swift has come a long way from writing 
about women obsessed with romance to women 
learning how to shake off other peoples judge- 
ment. But, pretending that other social factors af- 
fecting gender do not exist is simply unacceptable. 

The march was a symbol of unity for everyone to 
come together and fight for those who are silenced 
and marginalized. Her absence signified more than 
just refusing to attend a crowded protest, but also 
rejecting to hold hands with what she’s supposedly 
supporting, regardless of one’s social categoriza- 
tion. 

There's a huge difference between talking and 
walking. And I am proud to live in a community 
where we call people out and make them aware of 
their (non)actions. Through the women’s march, 
people of all color, age, social class, gender, status, 
etc. have come together in solidarity to intersec- 
tional feminism, without leaving anyone behind. 
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Long Beach State’s Markus Montelongo gets ready to field a groundball during practice Fab. 15 at Blair Field. 
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Dirtbags look to bounce back vs Trojans 


Long Beach State 
will try to rebound 
when it travels to face 


the undefeated USC 
‘Trojans. 


By Luke Ramirez 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State Dirtbags (1-2) 
will look to recover from a slow start to 
2017 when they make the short drive to 
Dedeaux Field and play the USC Tro- 
jans (3-0) tonight.. 

The Trojans swept Coppin State over 
the weekend, outscoring them 37-8. 
USC's top hitters include sophomore 


Lars Nootbar (.625, 1 HR, 8 RBIs) and 
senior David Edson (.417, 1 HR, 6 RBIs). 

“They have a young team so we don’t 
really know a lot about them; head 
coach Troy Buckley said. “It'll be a good 
game - we don't have many easy Tues- 
day games this year.” 

The Dirtbags will start freshman 
right-handed pitcher John Castro on the 
mound. Castro’s fastball ranges from 88- 
91 mph and is complimented by a chan- 
geup and curveball that he has good feel 
for. ; 

“[Castro] has got weapons,’ Buckley 
said. “This start will be a great opportu- 
nity for him? 

Tuesday's game is very important for 
the Dirtbags, who fell out .of Baseball 
America’s top 25 ranked teams in the 
country after the series against Oklaho- 


t 


ma last weekend. 

“We have to get back to what our 
identity is and what our culture here is,” 
said Buckley. “That’s what is in front of 
our guys.” 

The Dirtbags lost the first series to 
the Oklahoma Sooners this weekend af- 
ter having to travel across the country to 
avoid the rain in Long Beach on Friday 
night. LBSU did not look good over the 
weekend and endured struggles on the 
mound as well as at the plate. 

“J didn’t think we competed very well 
offensively out there,’ Buckley said. “We 
have to do a better job of that to give 
ourselves a chance to win.” 

Junior pitcher Darren McCaughan 
lost on Friday after giving up six runs 
and seven hits, striking out six Sooners. 
‘The Dirtbags’ lineup failed to provide 
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McCaughan with any run support in a 
6-2 loss. 

On Saturday, senior pitcher Dave 
Smith, freshman Matt Fields and senior 
Josh Advocate each threw three quality 
innings, holding the Sooners to three 
runs, while the offense came alive and 
scored eight runs. Coach Buckley said 
he was pleased with the way the relief 
pitchers handled themselves against 
Oklahoma. 

“They weren't afraid and didn't look 
scared out there, said Buckley.’ “[The 
bullpen] was certainly a positive to 
come out of [the weekend] and hopeful- 
ly they build off that” 

The Dirtbags went on to lose game 
three on Sunday, failing to hold a two 
run lead against the Sooners who got to 
junior starter John Sheaks for three runs 


in the sixth inning. 

While the Dirtbags only hit .194 over 
the weekend, junior catcher David Ba- 
nuelos got off to a hot start going 4-10 
with four RBIs and his first home run 
against the Sooners. 

“I was just trying to put some quality 
at-bats together,” Banuelos said. “I was 
trying to get on base every time and 
keeping the quality at-bats going for the 
team.” 

Other hitters that will be looking to 
do some. damage against USC are ju- 
niors Luke Rasmussen (.189, 4 RBIs) 
and Brock Lundquist (.273, 1 RBI, 2 
runs). 

“We all know what kind of offense 
we have,’ Banuelos said. “We're just go- 
ing to stick to the plan that we have had 
all fall” 


Follow @49ERSPORTS 
for live tweeting of 


LBSU games. 
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Senior libero Andrew Sato is making an impact for the Long Beach State men’s volleyball team that is ranked No. 2 in the nation. 


MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


Sato, taking it one dig at 


Senior libero’is a leader 
on and off the court for 
the Long Beach State 
men’s volleyball team 
this season. 


By Jordan Py 
Staff Writer 


On a team with three sophomore 
All-Americans, senior libero Andrew 
Sato is taking a bigger leadership role 
for the Long Beach State men’s volley- 
ball that is currently ranked No. 2 in the 
nation. 

Sato may not get much spotlight, 
but he is leaving his mark on the floor 
and is one reason why LBSU is having a 
championship-caliber season. 

As libero, Sato is a roaming defensive 
player near the back of the court. And 
he couldn't be in a better position, after 
coming into this season ranked seventh 
in school history with 725 digs. 

“Serve-receive has always been a 
strength of mine,” Sato said. “I think 
the difference between last season and 
this season has definitely been becom- 
ing more of a presence, and kind of just 
taking more command of the court” 

To say Sato was destined to be a vol- 
leyball player-would be an understate- 
ment. Sato’s father, Gary Sato, was an 
All-American at UC Santa Barbara as 
well as an assistant coach for the U.S. 


Men's National team after his time as a 
Gauchos. 

Eric Sato, Andrew’s uncle, won a gold 
medal with the U.S. men’s volleyball 
team in the 1988 Seoul Olympics and 


6G 


a bronze medal at 
the 1992 Barcelona 
games. For Sato, 
volleyball seemed 
to run in his blood. 

Although being 
in a family with 


to me. 
great —_ volleyball 
» dat i 
pace Sato said Andrew Sato, 
his route to LBSU —- 
Senior libero 


was pretty conven- 
tional. 

“I played club 
and did the normal route,’ Sato said. 
“My high school wasn't very known for 
volleyball so club was pretty important 
for me. It was nice being able to rep- 
resent USA with the youth national 
team” 

LBSU had an upper-hand on re- 
cruiting Sato because head coach Alan 


‘Knipe worked with Sato’s father on the 


youth national team. 

“Knipe recruited me and thought 
it would be a really good fit for me to 
come here,’ Sato said. “He thought it 
would be the best situation for me... and 
I agreed with him, I think this was the 
best place I could have gone” 

Sato is now in his fifth year with 
LBSU after redshirting in 2015. With 
multiple returning players the team 
believes chemistry and familiarity with 


Winning a championship 
would mean everything 


one another will help them reach their 
goals. 

“We all get along and we are always 
hanging out with each other,” said se- 
nior middle blocker Amir Lugo-Ro- 
driguez. “I think 
that definitely does 
help a lot because 
there is that com- 
fortability on the 
court, we not only 
see guys at volley- 
ball but we see our 
teammates all the 
time and it builds 
that trust.” 


99 


Lugo-Rodri- . 


guez _ transferred 
to LBSU from Cal Baptist University in 
2015 and he said Sato helped him tran- 
sition into a new program. 

“T played against Sato for two years,” 
Lugo-Rodriguez said. “Once I trans- 
ferred here I found out he was also red- 
shirting, me and him spent a lot of time 
together practicing and working out.” 

Sato is a key component on the LBSU 
squad and his leadership on and off the 
court doesn't go unnoticed. 

“He [Sato] was one of the guys that 
was really welcoming,” Lugo-Rodriguez 
said. “When I transferred he made me 
feel at home with that senior class that 
he would have been a part of and I can't 
say enough good things about him” 

Now in his final season with LBSU, 
Sato wants to win a title. 

“Winning a championship would 


Bobby Yagake | Daily 49er 
Long Beach State libero Andrew Sato digs the ball at the game against BYU 
in the Walter Pyramid. The 49ers split games against BYU Jan. 22 and 
Jan. 23. 


mean everything to me,’ Sato said. our athletic trainers — I think it would 
“[After] all the hard work that not only 


I put in but the coaches, weight coach, 


just be a really nice way to go out and be 
able to thank them” 


